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ABOUT THE GRAND JURY

The San Benito County Civil Grand Jury is a court-appointed panel of 19 volunteers who serve a one-
year term. This is an official body of the Court with independent authority to investigate local 

governmental matters for protecting the public interest.  Any county resident who is a U.S. citizen over 
the age of 18 years old interested in applying for the 2008-09 term should write to P.O. Box 1624, 

Hollister, CA  95024, or visit its web site at http://www.sanbenitocountygrandjury.org/. 
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RESPONSE REQUIRED 

A response is required within the time limits and form as prescribed by California Penal Code Section 933.  

Relevant paragraphs from Section 933 are quoted below for respondents’ guidance. 

Time Limits for Responses 

California Penal Code 933(c) requires that: 

No later than 90 days after the Grand Jury submits a final report on the operations of any public 

agency subject to its reviewing authority, the governing body of the public agency shall comment to 

the presiding Judge of the Superior Court on the findings and recommendations pertaining to matters 

under the control of the governing body, and every elected county officer or agency head for which 

the Grand Jury has responsibility pursuant to Section 914.1, shall comment within 60 days to the 

presiding Judge of Superior Court, with an information copy to the Board of Supervisors, on the 

findings and recommendations pertaining to matters under the control of that county officer or agency 

head and any agency or agencies which that officer or agency head supervises or controls. In any city 

and county, the Mayor shall also comment on the findings and recommendations.  All of these 

comments and reports shall forthwith be submitted to the presiding Judge of the Superior Court who 

impaneled the Grand Jury. A copy of all responses to Grand Jury reports shall be placed on file with 

the clerk of the public agency and the office of the County Clerk, or with the Mayor when applicable, 

and shall remain on file in those offices. One copy shall be placed on file with the applicable Grand 

Jury final report by, and in the control of the currently impaneled Grand Jury, where it shall be 

maintained for a minimum of five years.

Form of Responses 

California Penal Code 933.03 requires that: 

(a) For the purpose of subdivision (b) of Section 933, as to each Grand Jury finding, the responding 

person or entity shall indicate one of the following: 

(1) The respondent agrees with the findings. 

(2) The respondent disagrees wholly or partially with the finding, in which case the response 

shall specify the portion of the finding that is disputed and shall include an explanation of the 

reasons therefore. 

(b) For the purpose of subdivision (b) of Section 933, as to each Grand Jury recommendation, the 

responding person or entity shall report one of the following actions: 

(1) The recommendation has been implemented, with a summary regarding implemented action. 

(2) The recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be implemented in the future, 

(with a timeframe for implementation). 

(3) The recommendation requires further analysis, with an explanation and the scope and 

parameters of an analysis or study, and a timeframe for the matter to be prepared for 

discussion by the officer or head of the agency or department being investigated or reviewed, 

including the governing body of the public agency when applicable. This timeframe shall not 

exceed six months from the date of publication of the Grand Jury report. 

(4) The recommendation will not be implemented because it is not warranted or is not 

reasonable, with an explanation therefore. 


