
 

   

SAN BENITO COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 Margie Barrios Anthony Botelho Pat Loe Reb Monaco Jaime De La Cruz 
District No. 1 District No. 2 District No. 3 District No. 4 District No. 5  

     Chair  Vice-Chair  
           County Administration Building – Board of Supervisors Chambers, 481 Fourth Street, Hollister, California 
 

REGULAR MEETING  
MAY 12, 2009 

ACTION MINUTES 
 

The Board of Supervisors of San Benito County met in the Board Chambers on 
the above date in regular session.  Supervisors Monaco, Loe, Barrios, De La Cruz and 
Botelho were present. Also present was County Administrative Officer Susan 
Thompson, Acting County Counsel Barbara Thompson and Assistant Clerk Janet 
Slibsager.    Chairman Anthony Botelho presided. 
 
9:00 a.m. CALL TO ORDER: 
a) Supervisor Loe led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Supervisor Loe asked for a moment of silence for Birgit and Web Winans who 
both passed away and were regular attendees at Board of Supervisors meetings 
for many years. 
 

b) Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, acknowledged Certificate of 
Posting. 

 
c) Public Comment:  There was no Public Comment. 

 
c) Department Head Announcements:  Jim Clark, County Emergency Services 

Manager, provided an update in regards to the H1N1 (Swine Flu).  Mr. Clark 
reported that they performed an epidemiological surveillance, which was done by 
the Public Health Department, Emergency Services and the County 
Administration Office by polling the public, all schools, hospitals, etc.   

Mr. Clark said that there was one probable case identified in our County and 
at the same time it became evident that this flu virus was not virulent as what it 
could have been and what it was expected to be.  Mr. Clark said that since that 
time the Public Health and Emergency Services has scaled back the operations 
in regards to the H1N1 virus.  Mr. Clark mentioned that they would continue to 
keep a watch on this virus throughout the summer as they expect the virus to 
slow down. 

Supervisor Barrios commended Mr. Clark and the employees of San Benito 
County for an excellent job informing the public and schools in regards to this 
virus.  
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Health & Human Services Director Kathy Flores spoke in regards to the 
Summer Youth Employment Program and reported that staff is fully engaged in 
determining the eligibility for these youth and that they currently have about three 
hundred applicants. Mr. Flores mentioned that the funds provided to them would 
allow them to provide subsidizing for about one hundred and twenty youth.  

Ms. Flores announced that they are taking applications from employers to 
place youth in work experience slots in their place of business.  The deadline is 
May 14, 2009 and if interested you can call 637-Jobs (5627).  The program 
would run from June 22, 2009 to August 2, 2009.  

  
d) Board Announcements, Introductions and Presentations:  Chairman Botelho 

stated that it came to the Board’s attention that there was a violation of the Brown 
Act by the Board of Supervisors in regards to interviews of candidates for the 
Public Works Director on May 7, 2009.  Chairman Botelho stated that this was 
not a public meeting of the Board of Supervisors and while there was no final 
action by the Board they should not have met in a group and the error was an 
oversight and the County will be vigilant in the future to ensure that such a 
mistake is not repeated. 

Supervisor De La Cruz apologized to the county and county employees in 
regards to his withdrawal of travel to the NACO Conference. 

Supervisor Monaco commended El Rancho San Benito, DMB and their 
staff for being an upfront organization to deal with for the period of time we dealt 
with them before they withdrew their application.     

Supervisor Loe thanked Behavioral Health Director Alan Yamamoto and 
the Behavioral Health Department for the wonderful festivities that were held at 
the Esperanza Center on Saturday, May 9, 2009 stating it was a great event. 

Supervisor Barrios mentioned that she received a notice from Senator 
Barbara Boxer that our Pinnacles National Monument would be receiving over 
one million dollars for projects for the park.  The monies come from the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 

 
PROCLAMATION: 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT – J. Cox: 
1) Proclaim May 17-23, 2009 as National Public Works week and authorize 

Chairman to sign proclamation. 
  Acting Public Works Administrator Janelle Cox provided information 

regarding Public Works Week in San Benito County. 
  Chairman Botelho presented proclamation proclaiming Public Works 

Week in San Benito County to Ms. Cox. 
 BOARD ACTION: Upon motion made by Supervisor Loe and seconded by 

Supervisor Barrios, approved proclamation declaring May 17-23, 2009 as 
National Public Works week.  File #430 

 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

Upon motion made by Supervisor Monaco and seconded by Supervisor Loe, 
approved Consent Agenda Items 2 through 9. (Unanimous) 
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AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER – P. Matulich 
2) Approved contract with the California Department of Pesticide Regulation for 

pesticide use reporting services for fiscal year 2009/2010 in the amount of 
$16,588. File #1.1 

 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH – A. Yamamoto: 
3) Approved the submission of the County Behavioral Health Department’s FY 

2009-2010 MHSA, Community Services and Supports Plan update to the State 
Department of Mental Health; and authorized the Behavioral Health Director to 
sign.  File #810 

 
4) Approved the submission of the County Behavioral Health Departments FY 

2008-09 MHSA Workforce Education and Training Program and Expenditure 
Plan requesting $450,000 from the State Department of Mental Health; and 
authorized the Behavioral Health Director to sign.  File #810 

 
5) Approved the San Benito County Behavioral Health Board By-Laws. File #810 
 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 
6) Approved Certificate of Recognition for Wade Michael Armstrong, American Red 

Cross Heroes Breakfast Honoree for presentation at a later date. (Supervisor Loe) 
File # 156 

 
INTERNAL SERVICES – R. Inman: 
7) Approved contract with Solid Networks to provide consultant services for 

technical support services, design and integration of networks and systems at an 
amount not to exceed $32,000 for period of May 12, 2009 to December 30, 2009. 
File #130 

 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT – J. Cox: 
8) Approved the plans and specifications for the cabling work for the Health & 

Human Services Agency to accommodate Meds PII Security measures. File #130 
 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT – C. Hill: 
9) Approved Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with the City of Hollister to apply 

for funding under the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant. File #110 
 
9:30 A.M.  PUBLIC HEARING (Or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard.) 
 
AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER – P. Matulich 
10) Hold a public hearing and adopt proposed resolution establishing fees for 

scanner registration certificates for automated point-of-sale stations 
(scanners).   

  Agricultural Commissioner Paul Matulich provided information regarding 
lowering the scanner fees in San Benito County for small business. 

  Mr. Matulich said that they are providing a resolution for adoption today 
establishing fees for scanner registration certificates for automated point-of-sale 
stations (scanners). 

  Discussion ensued by Board and staff. 
  Chairman Botelho opened public hearing. 
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  Marvin Jones, Hollister resident, commended staff for trying to make a 
break for the small businesses.   

  Ty Holmquist, Country Rose Gallery, highly recommended fees be 
eliminated or reduced substantially due to small businesses struggling.   

  Chairman Botelho closed the public hearing. 
  Chairman Botelho commended Mr. Matulich for working on this and 

bringing it to the Board and supports it. 
  Supervisor De La Cruz recommended that a letter be sent out to small 

business owners explaining the fees.  
  Mr. Matulich answered questions posed by Board members. 
 BOARD ACTION:  Upon motion made by Supervisor Monaco and seconded by 

Supervisor Barrios, adopted Resolution No. 2009-33, allowing for the 
adjustment of the fees for scanners.  (Unanimous)  File #1.1 

 
 
REGULAR AGENDA: 

 
PRESENTATIONS: 
11) “Methods to Improve Buildings and Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions”.   
 Speakers:  Sharon Sarris, U.S. Green Building Council – Monterey Bay 

Branch and Elisabeth Russell, Association of Monterey Bay Area 
Governments (AMBAG) 

  Sharon Sarris, U.S. Green Building Council-Monterey Bay Branch, 
provided a PowerPoint presentation in regards to Green Building Programs, 
Policies and efforts to reduce green house gases.   

  Ms. Sarris covered the following items in the PowerPoint presentation: 
Advantages of Green Buildings; Green Building Program Examples; Local 
Government Green Building-Build on Existing Efforts; Green Building Programs-
Typical Components; County of San Benito-Next Steps. 

  Elizabeth Russell, Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments 
(AMBAG) spoke in regards to the Association of Monterey Bay Area resources 
and goals and provided a hand out. 

  Ms. Russell spoke of some of the highlights of the 2009-11 Energy Watch 
Program and provided a summary of the Energy Watch Program for 2006-2008.   

  Ms. Russell mentioned that their mission is to maximize energy savings 
and GHG reductions and support the development of climate action plans to 
assist the local jurisdiction of the Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments 
as they lead the region in reducing energy use and GHG emissions both in their 
own facilities and throughout their communities.   

  Ms. Russell mentioned that San Benito Counties participation in the 
program was the installation of energy efficient equipment throughout several 
buildings in San Benito County. 

  Ms. Sarris provided information in regards to the typical components of the 
Green Building Program from an ordinance. 

  Marvin Jones, Hollister resident, spoke in regards to the handout he 
provided regarding Rambling of a Global Warming Skeptic: How Greenhouse 
Gases Work; Common Greenhouse Gases.  File #1111 

 
12) Receive briefing regarding the Monterey Bay Regional Blueprint Program 

presented by AMBAG (Association Monterey Bay Area Governments). 
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 Katie Axt, Associate Planner of Association Monterey Bay Area 
Governments, provided a PowerPoint presentation in regards to the Monterey 
Bay Blueprint Planning Process; what envisioning the Monterey Bay Area is and 
how it relates to larger state initiatives, particularly the recent passed Senate Bill 
375; how this affects San Benito County and the surrounding communities and 
what the next steps are in the upcoming months.   
 Marty Richman, Hollister resident, stated that we do not have the political 
or economic clout to benefit.  Mr. Richman said that if we can join the blueprint 
program we do get a fair share to support our population. 
 Planning Director Art Henriques said that the more the County participates 
the more we get recognized.  Mr. Henriques said that we are trying to participate 
regularly with AMBAG so that we can get a good place at the table.  File #1111  

 
ASSESSOR – T. Slavich: 
13) Accept the San Benito County Assessment Practices Survey. 
  Assessor Tom Slavich provided information regarding the San Benito 

County Assessment Practices Survey provided by the State Board of 
Equalization.  

  Mr. Slavich said that San Benito County was one of the Counties that 
were chosen to conduct a survey, which included reviews of the assessor’s 
records, interviews with the Assessor and staff, and contact with officials in other 
public agencies in San Benito County that provided information relevant to the 
property tax assessment program.   

  Mr. Slavich said that the State Board of Equalization determined an 
assessment ratio for San Benito County of 99.57% out of 100%. 

  Mr. Slavich said that the report also offers recommendations, talks about 
effective programs and improvements that could be made to the Assessor’s 
Office.   

  Mr. Slavich said that they were pleased with the report and thanked his 
staff for their great job. 

  Mr. Slavich mentioned that the report is available on line with the State 
Board of Equalization at www.boe.ca.gov

  County Administrative Officer Susan Thompson pointed out that in the 
report is information about the Assessors appeal workload.  Ms. Thompson said 
that it is important to keep the appeals number down.  

  Supervisor Monaco commended Mr. Slavich and his staff for their great 
job. 

  Supervisor Monaco said in the report it mentioned working on the 
replacement of an outdated computer system and wanted to know the status. 

  Mr. Slavich provided information in regards to the outdated computer 
system and mentioned that the new system is a more complex system. 

  Mr. Slavich answered questions posed by Board members. 
  Supervisor Barrios thanked Mr. Slavich for his hard work.  File #7 
 
INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT – M. Rose: 
14) Approve the Fifth Amendment to the operating agreement with Waste 

Connections, Inc. regarding establishing a COLA mechanism for rate 
reviews and direct that a public hearing be set for May 26, 2009 to comment 
on a revised rate schedule at John Smith Road Landfill. 
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Integrated Waste Manager Mandy Rose introduced Lacy Ballard the new 
Site Manager at John Smith Road Landfill. 

Ms. Rose provided information in regards to the proposed Fifth 
Amendment to the Operating Agreement with Waste Connections, Inc., which 
establishes a COLA (Cost of Living Adjustment). 

Discussion ensued by Board and staff. 
Marty Richman, Hollister resident, said that he doesn’t like automatic 

increases; it is better if there is some mechanism built in here to encourage them 
to be more efficient.  Mr. Richman said he would like to see it done some other 
way. 

Ms. Rose addressed Mr. Richman’s points.  
Chairman Botelho stated that Supervisor Loe, Ms. Rose and himself 

worked hard on this to try to find a balance. 
Supervisor De La Cruz said that he was hesitant but does support it. 
Supervisor Barrios said that she concurred with Supervisor De La Cruz. 

BOARD ACTION:   Upon motion made by Supervisor Barrios and seconded by 
Supervisor Monaco; approved the Fifth Amendment to the Operating Agreement 
between San Benito County and Waste Connections, Inc., directed that a public 
hearing be set to comment on a revised rate schedule at John Smith Road 
Landfill on May 26, 2009.  (Unanimous)  File #75.4 

 
INTERNAL SERVICES – R. Inman: 
 15) Overview of IT (Information Technology) projects and possible American 

Recovery & Reinvestment Act funding. 
Internal Services Manager Ray Espinosa provided a brief overview of 

some of the IT projects that they have been working on and what they proposed 
and submitted to the Central Coast Broadband Consortium (CCBC) through the 
California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF) through the Economic Stimulus 
package.   

Mr. Espinosa provided information in regards to the three projects: (1) 
Institutional Network project; (2) Network Operating Center project and (3) 
Broadband Microwave Radio Communications project.   

Mr. Espinosa mentioned that these projects are very important to the 
county’s infrastructure and they are proposing for 100% funding from the CETF, 
but we may need to pay a percentage of funds to complete these projects. 

  Discussion ensued by Board and staff.  File #119.1 
  
ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS – S. Thompson: 
16) Consider and discuss postponement of County budget hearings pending 

outcome of Statewide Special Election and Governor’s May Revise Budget. 
  County Administrative Officer Susan Thompson provided a handout 

regarding the facts about possible Suspension of Prop 1A Provisions (Revised) 
and explained what it means for us here locally.   

  Ms. Thompson said that our current budget balance as of yesterday was 
$700,000 unbalanced.  Ms. Thompson said that the unbalance, we believe, is 
going to have to be closed primarily with salary concession and/or furloughs of 
county staff.  Ms. Thompson mentioned that appointed Department Heads and 
most of your Elected Department Heads are ready to step up today to start July 
1, 2009 with a 5% salary reduction through a furlough noting that this could 
possibly turn around about $100,000. Ms. Thompson said that we are currently 
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meeting with SEIU, Deputy Sheriff’s Association, and Mid Management but she 
couldn’t articulate discussions at this time because we are at the bargaining 
table. 

  Ms. Thompson said that if we were not able to achieve a balance budget 
with that kind of effort, she would have to bring the Board reductions in filled 
positions.     

  Ms. Thompson said that she is recommending a delay in County Budget 
hearings to allow time to assess the impact of this potential state action and other 
unknown impacts that are anticipated to arise as a result of the Governor’s May 
Revise” budget and she would be coming to the Board on the last meeting of 
June and have the Board approve a roll over of the current years budget so that 
we have an operating budget to move on for the beginning of the fiscal year.  Ms. 
Thompson said this puts us in a serious holding pattern and we are not going to 
buy fixed assets, no major purchases, we are not going to hire any new staff, etc. 
It is a really limited expenditure plan that gets us through the first couple of 
months. 

  Ms. Thompson said that we are basically in good shape and could 
balance the budget today with relatively little pain unless or until we are hit with 
prop 1A suspension and loss of Williamson Act or any other general fund hit. 

  Discussion ensured by Board and staff. 
  It was the consensus of the Board to delay budget hearings. 
  Supervisor Barrios stated that we should send a letter of protest to the 

State of California stating that this is not acceptable. 
  Supervisor Monaco said that he thinks that we should wait and see what 

happens at the May 19th special election to see where the State is going to go. 
  Supervisor Loe concurred with Supervisor Barrios. 
  Marty Richman, Hollister resident, said that this is a serious situation and 

agrees that we should send a letter to the State of California. 
 BOARD ACTION: Upon motion made by Supervisor Monaco and seconded by 

Supervisor DeLaCruz, delayed County Budget Hearings until August 3, 2009. 
 
  Chairman Botelho directed staff to prepare a letter to the State of 

California be agendized for a later board meeting.  File #865 
 
 
11:00 a.m. CLOSED SESSION:  
 
The Board adjourned into Closed Session and reconvened into Regular Session re: 
 
17) Conference with Legal Counsel-Anticipated Litigation. 
 Initiation of Litigation pursuant to subdivision (c) of section 54956.9:  

Number of Cases: (1) 
No reportable action.  File #235.6 
 

18) Conference with Legal Counsel-Anticipated Litigation. 
 Significant Exposure to litigation pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 

54956.9: Number of Cases: (1) 
 Closed session is authorized by Section 54956.9(b)(3)(C). 
 No reportable action.  File #235.6 
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The vote of each member of the Board of Supervisors upon each matter at 

the foregoing meeting, unless otherwise stated, was as follows: 
  

AYES:  SUPERVISORS:  Monaco, Loe, Barrios, De La Cruz, Botelho 
NOES: SUPERVISORS:  None 
ABSENT: SUPERVISORS:  None 

 
There being no further business the Board adjourned to March 26, 2009 at 

9:00 a.m. for a regular meeting.  
 

ANTHONY BOTELHO, CHAIRMAN   
      San Benito County Board of Supervisors 
 
ATTEST: 
Linda Churchill, Clerk of the Board 
By:  Janet Slibsager, Assistant Clerk 
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