
   

SAN BENITO COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 Margie Barrios Anthony Botelho Pat Loe Reb Monaco Jaime De La Cruz 
District No. 1 District No. 2 District No. 3 District No. 4 District No. 5  

     Chair  Vice-Chair  
           County Administration Building – Board of Supervisors Chambers, 481 Fourth Street, Hollister, California 
 

REGULAR MEETING  
SEPTEMBER 1, 2009 

ACTION MINUTES 
 

The Board of Supervisors of San Benito County met in the Board Chambers on 
the above date in regular session.  Supervisors Monaco, Loe, Barrios De La Cruz and 
Botelho were present. Also present was County Administrative Officer Susan 
Thompson, County Counsel Matthew Granger and Clerk of the Board Linda Churchill.   
Chairman Anthony Botelho presided. 
 
9:00 a.m. CALL TO ORDER: 
a) Supervisor Barrios led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
b) Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, acknowledged Certificate of 

Posting. 
 
c) Public Comment:  Ruth Erickson, Friends of the Library, expressed concern 

about the recent decision to charge the Friends of the Library for the use of the 
Barbara Memorial Room and asked the Board of Supervisors to reconsider. 

Marty Richman, local resident, reminded the public and Board members 
that there are firefighters who are working extremely hard in the very hot weather 
and thanked them for their dedication. 

 
d) Department Head Announcements:  County Administrative Officer Susan 

Thompson announced that Agricultural Commissioner Paul Matulich was 
recovering and doing well.   
 CAO Thompson announced that our County’s new Gang Coordinator 
would begin working on September 3rd. 
  CAO Thompson also reported that in cooperation with our EDC (Economic 
Development Corporation) Director we have scheduled September 11th for Yolo 
County to send several representatives here to give us presentation on a recent 
streamlining of the planning department process to help us mold a scope of 
services that will be brought back to the Board of Supervisors for approval.   
  CAO Thompson announced that Congressman Sam Farr will be in 
Watsonville on September 3rd conducting a presentation about the federal 
stimulus funds coming into the region for weatherization programs for homes and 
we may be eligible.  San Benito County will be represented. 
 

e) Board Announcements, Introductions and Presentations:  Supervisor 
Barrios reported that she met with people from San Juan Bautista regarding 
Highway 156, as discussed at the previous Board of Supervisors meeting, and at 
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this time they have chosen to pursue the lawsuit and feel it is too late to do 
anything from this point. 

  Supervisor Barrios also reported that she met with COG (Council of 
Governments) Executive Director Lisa Rheinheimer and CAO Thompson 
regarding changes that she had suggested to COG in being more inclusive and 
Ms. Rheinheimer is going to try and get more information to bring back to the 
Board of Supervisors so we can be informed before we proceed with any 
changes. 

  Supervisor Barrios also reported that she attended a tour of  West Coast 
Rubber Recycling stating it was nice to see a green industry in our county which 
provides jobs. 

  Supervisor Barrios also noted that the Librarian was directed to bring back 
an MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) addressing how charges will be 
implemented for use of conference room at the Library and this should address 
the concerns of the Friends of the Library. 

  Supervisor Loe reported that she attended the CTC (California 
Transportation Commission) meeting in Monterey with Chairman Botelho stating 
that it was very informative and explained how it was decided which projects get 
funded.  Supervisor Loe noted that there were many projects under consideration 
just in the tri-county area.  Supervisor Loe also reported that she and Chairman 
Botelho met with VTA (Valley Transportation Authority) on Highway 152, which 
will be discussed later on the agenda. 

  Supervisor De La Cruz suggested that baseball wagers made this year 
could be allocated to cover the expenses of renting the room at the library and to 
send a letter to the Friends of the Library explaining this suggestion. 

  Supervisor Monaco attended Lunch With Leaders sponsored by the 
Chamber of Commerce on August 26th and Hazel Hawkins Hospital Director Ken 
Underwood gave a good presentation on the expansion of the hospital.   

  Supervisor Monaco also attended a Courthouse Project Advisory 
Committee meeting along with Supervisor Loe and CAO Thompson.  Supervisor 
Monaco reported that the project is on schedule and moving forward. 

  Supervisor Monaco also attended the tour and barbeque at West Coast 
Rubber Recycling stating he was very impressed with this business. 

  Chairman Botelho thanked Supervisor Barrios for attending the LULAC 
event on Saturday evening and making the presentation for the Woman of the 
Year on behalf of the Board of Supervisors.   

  Chairman Botelho stated that he would like to have our building permit 
allocations process revisited due to the bad economic times and suggested that 
the deadline be extended due to no growth and we should be moving projects 
forward as quickly as possible.  . 

  CAO Thompson explained that the deadline for building permit allocations 
was today, September 1st, and an emergency ordinance would need to be put in 
place and changing the deadline at this point is almost impossible 

  Chairman Botelho directed staff to agendize this item and resolve it before 
next year’s deadline. 

  
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
 Upon motion made by Supervisor Monaco and seconded by Supervisor Loe, 
approved Consent Agenda Items 1 through 10 with the exception of Items 3, 5 & 9. 
(Unanimous) 
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CLERK OF THE BOARD – L. Churchill: 
1) Approved the action minutes for the August 5-7, 2009 Budget hearings. 
 
COUNTY COUNSEL – M. Granger:
2) Authorized Chairman to execute the release agreement, accepting on behalf of 

the County of San Benito the State of California’s equity interests in the current 
county courthouse. File #235.6 

 
INTERNAL SERVICES – R. Inman: 
3) Approve Master Agreement with ATT to provide managed internet Ethernet 

access services countrywide at a cost not to exceed $2,197.21 per month 
plus applicable taxes and surcharges effective September 1, 2009 through 
August 31, 2012 or for three years after installation occurs; and, authorize 
the IT Manager to sign the price quotation and order form for the managed 
ATT internet access. 

  IT Manager Ray Espinosa answered questions about the new services 
noting that the system would be 14 times faster than what we have currently and 
would be better protected from virus and the ability to provide more services to 
the public. 

  Supervisor De La Cruz stated that he would like a presentation by IT in 
three to six months on the projects that we need to accomplish. 

  Marvin Jones, local resident, came forward stating that Mr. Espinosa 
answered the questions he had and asked if the extending the contract another 
three years would be at the same rate. 

  Mr. Espinosa explained that this would be three years from the point of 
installation, which may take 30 to 90 days. 

 BOARD ACTION: Upon motion made by Supervisor Barrios and seconded by 
Supervisor Monaco, approved as recommended.  (Unanimous)  File #119.1 

 
4) Approved modification of Schedule of Authorized Positions in the Planning and 

Building Department for the position of Building Inspector I/II from .80 FTE to .85 
FTE effective October 1, 2009.  File #790 

 
LAW LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES – C. Copeland: 
5) Accept Annual Report from the Law Library Board of Trustees. 
  Discussion was held with regards to where the Law Library would be 

housed.  CAO Thompson stated that it cannot be housed in the new courthouse 
and the County was looking into this matter. 

 BOARD ACTION:  Upon motion made by Supervisor Barrios and seconded by 
Supervisor Monaco, accepted the Annual Report from the Law Library Board of 
Trustees.  (Unanimous) 

 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT – S. Wittry: 
6) Declared vehicles and equipment as surplus and direct staff to remove them 

from inventory.  File #105 
 
7) Accepted all bids and awarded and approved contract with Granite Rock 

Company, dba: Pavex Construction Division, as the lowest responsive, 
responsible bidder in the amount of $541,927 for the Southside Road AC Overlay 
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Project and authorized the Road Commissioner to issue change orders to the 
construction contract in an amount not to exceed $39,500.  Fie #105 

 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT – C. Hill: 
8)  Approved multi-year service agreement with Stanley Security Solutions, Inc. for 

maintenance of the central control security electronics system and authorize the 
Sheriff to sign said agreement. Fie #110 

 
9) Authorize Sheriff to accept a donation of $500 from the Gavilan Kennel 

Club toward the purchase of a second K-9. 
  Sheriff Curtis Hill introduced Joe Pendry of the Gavilan Kennel Club, 

Deputy Sheriff Kip Bowen and K-9 Deputy Dix. 
  Mr. Pendry presented the $500 check from the Gavilan Kenel Club. 
 BOARD ACTION:  Upon motion made by Supervisor Monaco and seconded by 

Supervisor Barrios, authorized Sheriff to accept donation and to send a thank 
you letter to the Gavilan Kennel Club.  (Unanimous) 

 
10) Authorized Sheriff to replace totaled 2009 Dodge Charger; augmented the 

Schedule of Fixed Assets to include a 2009 Dodge Charger; increased 
expenditures by the insurance reimbursement of $29,309.36 and increased 
revenue by same amount. Fie #110 

 
REGULAR AGENDA: 
  
COUNTY COUNSEL – M. Granger: 
11) Approve second amendment to the legal services agreement with the law 

firm of Bingham, McCutchen, LLP, in an additional amount not to exceed 
$150,000, for on-going legal services related to processing Santana Ranch 
Specific Plan applications. 

  Deputy County Counsel Shirley Murphy provided background information 
stating that the cost of services is reimbursed through a Reimbursement 
Agreement between the applicants and the County.   Deputy Counsel Murphy 
stated they were hoping that this amendment would take us through the end of 
the project.  Deputy Counsel Murphy explained the services that have been and 
would be provided.   

  It was noted that the applicants were not present at today’s meeting and 
they have not expressed any concerns to date. 

 BOARD ACTION:  Upon motion made by Supervisor Monaco and seconded by 
Supervisor De La Cruz, approved the second amendment to the agreement with 
Bingham, McCutchen, LLP as recommended.  (Unanimous)  File #160 

 
INTERNAL SERVICES – R. Inman: 
12) Adopt resolution entitled “Resolution of San Benito County Board of 

Supervisors in Support of Designating Pinnacles National Monument as a 
National Park”. 

  Supervisor Monaco introduced Eric Brunnemann of the Pinnacles National 
Monument who stated this was a good time to support the National Park Service 
and he would take the resolution to Congress supporting this designation. 

  Supervisor Monaco stated that the Pinnacles National Monument 
deserves the status of a National Park. 
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 BOARD ACTION:  Upon motion made by Supervisor Monaco and seconded by 
Supervisor Barrios, adopted Resolution No. 2009-83  supporting designating 
Pinnacles National Monument as a National Park.  (Unanimous)  File #93 

 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT – S. Wittry: 
13) Receive report on Union, Hospital and Cienega Road capital projects. 

 Public Works Administrator Steve Wittry presented a Power Point 
Presentation titled “Capital Project Update – Union Road Bridge, Hospital Road 
Bridge, Cienega Road Realignment” covering the following points:   

o Union Road Bridge Replacement 
   Union Road Bridge Schedule                                                      

o Hospital Road Bridge 
   Hospital Road Bridge Schedule 
   Hospital Road Bridge Financial Status 
   What if project is not listed in October for 2010 construction? 

o Cienega Road Realignment 
 Discussion was held and Mr. Wittry answered questions posed by board 
members. 

   Supervisor Monaco expressed frustrations over the length of time it has 
been that Hospital Road has been inoperable which has been since 1988 and it 
hasn’t been passable since 1998.  Supervisor Monaco advocated for a low 
water crossing.  Supervisor Monaco stated we should get permission from State 
Fish & Game to put in a temporary crossing during construction noting this is a 
public safety issue.  File #105 

 
ADMINISTRATION: 
14) Discuss and provide direction to staff concerning Highway 152 and 

Highway 25 as regional transportation priorities. (Continued from 8/25/09 
meeting.) 

  Lisa Rheinheimer, COG Executive Director, reported that she, along with 
Supervisors Botelho and Loe met with the Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) 
with Supervisor Don Gage and Mayor of Gilroy Pinero and VTA staff regarding 
the Highway 152 Mobility Partnership.  Ms. Rheinheimer stated they are looking 
at Hwy. 152, between US 101 and Route 99, as a “trade corridor” stating this 
would be a key east/west connector.  Ms. Rheinheimer stated this was a once in 
a lifetime opportunity with regards to funding and they are looking into this 
corridor from a traffic and revenue standpoint and see whether it would support a 
public/private partnership or tolling. 

  Supervisors Botelho and Loe supported this concept. 
  Supervisor Barrios stated she would like to be part of these conversations 

asking how San Benito County would benefit since it doesn’t promote any 
business here.  Supervisor Barrios said she has talked with the Farm Bureau and 
others who have alternative options, which would bring business to our county. 

  Further discussion ensued regarding the benefits of a trade corridor. 
  Chairman Botelho stated that if we’re going to move forward with this 

endeavor we all have to be on the same page and must move quickly and 
commit. 

  Marty Richman, local resident, said he would like to see a map.  Mr. 
Richman did not support a toll road stating that VTA takes care of VTA and not 
us. 

  Further discussion ensued. 
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  Ms. Rheinheimer placed a map on the wall for Board members and the 
public to view. 

  Robert Scoles, Aromas resident, stated this was just a transportation 
corridor and this should not just be about trucks.  Mr. Scoles said if we ever had 
to evacuate the Monterey Peninsula where would these people go stating we 
have to look at the fastest way to get people out of here. 

  Gregg Swett, Farm Bureau member, stated that the Board is at a pivotal 
point on a what will happen to this community within the next 50 years.   The 
north alignment which is being suggested is about 90% in San Benito County 
and to say that San Benito County does not have a say in where it goes is really 
stretching the point.  Mr. Swett suggested alternative routes. 

  Chairman Botelho directed staff to agendize this discussion for a future 
meeting in a month or so. 

  Ms. Rheinheimer provided an update on Highway 25 stating that this 
project is very under-funded and at this point the environmental document is very 
close to being complete and should be coming out within the next several months 
when we’ll have the opportunity to comment on the entire project as well as the 
phases that we’re looking at.   Ms. Rheinheimer stated that this would set the 
stage for us to go after additional money to move that project forward.  File #1035 

 
 
CLOSED SESSION: 
Matters discussed during Closed Session include existing and pending litigation, personnel matters and 
real property negotiations.  Reportable actions taken by the Board during Closed Session will be 
announced during open session.  (Gov. Code Section 54957.1(a) & (b), Ralph M. Brown Act.) 
 
15) Conference with Labor Negotiator 

Authority:  California Government Code Section 54957.6 
 Agency Designated Chief Negotiator:  Susan Thompson 
 Employee Organization:  Confidential and Confidential Management Employees 
 No reportable action.  File #235.6 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

The vote of each member of the Board of Supervisors upon each matter at the 
foregoing meeting, unless otherwise stated, was as follows: 
  
AYES:  SUPERVISORS:  Monaco, Loe, Barrios, De La Cruz, Botelho 
NOES: SUPERVISORS:  None 
ABSENT: SUPERVISORS:  None 
 
There being no further business the Board adjourned at 12:00 p.m. to September 8, 
2009 at 9:00 a.m. for a regular meeting.  
 

ANTHONY BOTELHO, CHAIRMAN   
      San Benito County Board of Supervisors 
ATTEST: 
Linda Churchill 
Clerk of the Board 
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