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PRESENT:  Bettencourt, DeVries, Machado, Scattini 
 
ABSENT: Culler 
 
STAFF: Director of Planning (DoP) Art Henriques; Assistant Director of Planning (ADoP) 

Byron Turner; Associate Planner (AP) Lissette Knight; Assistant Planner (AP) 
Laura Hall; Public Works Engineer (PWE) Art Bliss; Acting County Counsel 
(ACC) Barbara Thompson and Clerk Trish Maderis.  

 
Chair Bettencourt called the regular meeting of the San Benito County Planning Commission to 
order at 6:02 p.m. as he led the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  Clerk Maderis advised 
Commissioner Culler had notified the Chair of his absence. Commissioner DeVries arrived late. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
DOP Henriques reported the following Board of Supervisor meeting information: 

• Mid-year budget report by CAO 
• Capital Improvement budget report by Public Works 
• Update on Rodriguez Zone Change and Initial Study re-circulation period 

 
Clerk Maderis noted the project had been continued to a date certain and is on the regular 
Agenda for April 1, 2009. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chair Bettencourt opened the opportunity for public comment, no persons wished to address the 
Commission on items not appearing on the Agenda and the Public Comment period. 
 
Anne Hall, San Benito Engineering advised the Commission her client Ruben Rodriguez 
requested it be noted for the record that he was very unhappy his project has taken so long. 
 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
• These items will be considered as a whole without discussion unless a particular item is requested by a 

member of the Commission, Staff or the public to be removed from the Consent Agenda.  Approval of a 
consent item means approval of the recommended action as specified in the Staff Report.   

• If any member of the public wishes to comment on a Consent Agenda Item please fill out a speaker card 
present it to the Clerk prior to consideration of the Consent Agenda and request the item be removed and 
considered separately. 

 

1. Acknowledge Public Hearing Notice 
2. Acknowledge Certificate of Posting  
3. Minutes of March 4, 2009 

SAN BENITO COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
March 18, 2009 

MINUTES  
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Commissioner Machado moved to approve Consent Agenda Items 1, 2 and 3 Commissioner 
Scattini offered a second to the motion which passed 3-0-2; Commissioners Culler and DeVries 
were absent.                   (6:08 PM) 
 
*Commissioner DeVries arrived at 6:09 PM 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE ~ DISCUSSION ITEM 
 
4. GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 07-31, ZONE CHANGE NO. 08-168 

& SPECIFIC PLAN NO. 004-08 :  APPLICANT:  El Rancho San Benito, LLC (ERSB)  
LOCATION:  O’Connell Ranch (including some neighboring parcels)  UPDATE: Planning 
Staff  is conducting the first quarterly update to the Planning Commission on the ERSB project 
status.  
Planner:  Lissette Knight (lknight@planning.co.san-benito.ca.us) 

 
DoP Henriques provide the Commission of an overview of the quarterly report pertaining to the El 
Rancho San Benito project.  DoP Henriques advised ADoP Turner and AP Knight would provide a 
power point presentation and provide explanations.   
 
AP Knight presented the introduction and project description of the report aided by power point slides.  
ADoP Turner next provided additional project information including a description of the environmental 
review and CEQA process and advised the project was in Phase I and public input and comments were 
still being received and accepted. 
 
After discussion, DoP Henriques advised staff would keep the Commission updated in addition to the 
comprehensive quarterly reports as items come up. 
 
Chair Bettencourt opened the Public Comment period. 
 
Bob Brians, Shore Road, Hollister requested the power point slides be placed on the County website. 
AP Knight advised it would appear on the website and would be uploaded by the County IT 
Department. 
 
Aurelio Zuniga, 1874 Severinson Street, Hollister asked the following questions: 

� Any additional scoping meetings? 
� Draft EIR completion date? 
� If project is denied, what happens to land use changes? 
� At public vote, would project be reflected in old or new General Plan? 

 
DoP Henriques responded advising the public could continue to provide input and comments, the 
DEIR would be completed soon; the project would stop if denied and the project would be considered 
in both during the General Plan Update EIR process. 
 
With no other speakers, Chair Bettencourt closed the Public Hearing. 
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Commissioner DeVries stated he believed futures meetings for the ERSB project should be focused on 
specific components of the project. 
 
Chair Bettencourt and Commissioners concurred stating that the application and project would be 
better understood if discussed in this manner. 
 
DoP Henriques agreed and advised workshops would be held periodically in addition to the quarterly 
reports. 
 
ADoP Turner added that the EIR will provide alternatives to some questions raised by the Commission.  
Commissioner DeVries requested that the workshops be advertised to the public. 

DISCUSSION ITEM 
DoP Henriques provided an introduction noting the CAO’s office has requested input from all 
sources for cost saving and revenue generating measures. 
 
Commissioner Scattini stated he felt holding only one meeting per month would delay projects.  
Commissioner DeVries stated he could not serve if meeting were held during regular business 
hours.  Commissioner Machado concurred that he believed projects would be delayed if 
meetings were held only once per month.  Chair Bettencourt stated he did not want to slow any 
projects down. 
 
After much discussion, ADoP Turner advised staff would provide the Chair and Commission 
with updated information routinely in order to either hold special meetings or possibly adjourn 
some meetings.  The Commission concurred that two meetings per month would continue to be 
scheduled with the first meeting of each month set for projects and the 2nd meetings to hold 
workshops, Ordinance amendments and non-project topics unless a project is continued.   
 

5. Commission review of Transaction of Business and recommendations for amendments. 
 
This item was placed on the Agenda for discussion at the request of Chair Bettencourt.  After 
some questions and clarifications, Commissioner DeVries advised he would like to work with 
Clerk Maderis to develop the policies and would report back to the Commission at a later date.  
Chair Bettencourt and the Commission agreed and the item was continued for revisions and 
discussions at a later date. 

INFORMATIONAL – NON-ACTION ITEM 
The Commissioner had no reports. 
 

Clerk Maderis introduced Laura Hall newly appointed Assistant Planner to the Commission. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Chair Bettencourt adjourned to the Regular Meeting of April 1, 2009 at 7:46 PM. 
 
Minutes prepared by:       ATTEST:    
Trish Maderis         Byron Turner    
Planning Commission Clerk                 Assistant Director of Planning 


