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SAN BENITO COUNTY
VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK COMMISSION

Jaimie DelaCruz Fred Pagaran
Jesse Garza Chair Richard Wagoner Vice-Chair Reb Monaco
VEW Board of Sup.  American Legion San Juan Bautista VFW  Board of Sup.

San Benito County Board Chamber - 481 4th Street, Hollister, CA 95023

REGULAR MEETING
Action Minutes
Monday, October 5, 2009

. Call To Order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman De La Cruz.

1.1 Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Garza.

1.2 Roll Call: Commissioners present were: Jaime De La Cruz, Jesse Garza, Reb
Monaco, and Richard Wagoner. Fred Pagaran arrived after roll call at 7:03 p.m.

Staff Present were: Steve Wittry, Public Works Administrator; Mike Hodges, Staff
Analyst; and Kathy McShane, Secretary I.

1.3 Acknowledge Certificate of Posting:
The agenda was posted on Thursday, October 1, 2009 by 3:00 p.m. at the San Benito

County Courthouse and the lobby of the Administration Building.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Monaco and seconded by Commissioner Garza,
the Certificate of Posting was unanimously approved.

. Public Comment: None

. Consent Agenda: Approval of minutes of August 3, 2009

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Monaco and seconded by Commissioner Garza,
the minutes of August 3, 2009, were unanimously approved.

. Staff Announcements—information only

Mike Hodges said he was contacted by the Hollister Tremors about having a snack bar
or food truck come to their field. He informed the group that approval would be needed
from the commission and asked if they would like this item placed on the agenda. He
has not heard back from them yet.

Steve said the County has been in meetings with the City regarding water at Veteran’s
Memorial Park. These talks are on-going, and Steve reviewed some options that have
been discussed. He will bring details back to this commission at a later meeting.

Chairman De La Cruz asked Steve if the ball leagues had sent in their schedules for next
year’s games, and if not, they should do that soon. Steve has not seen any yet.
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5. Commission Announcements, Introductions, and Presentations
None

6. Regular Agenda
6.1 Berm Project

Mike said Public Works met with the Babe Ruth officers who were in favor of
removing the berm along the field. The tunnel will stay in place, with some
strengthening structure added to it. Mike showed a drawing of what the tunnel might
look like after the berm is removed. Commissioner Monaco asked why this was
being done. Steve explained that it would provide more parking and also open an
area for a second exit out of the park, which would be a dirt road with possibly
gravel over it. Commissioner Garza asked about the possibility of adding a small
child’s play area, like the one at Historical Park, in the northeast corner of the
property. Commissioner Monaco said this could be considered at a future time.

Commissioner Monaco asked how long it would take to remove the berm; Mike said
approximately 208 man hours, or about two weeks. Commissioner Monaco asked if
the work would be bid out or done in-house. Steve said options were open right now.
Commissioner Garza asked staff if they had talked to Babe Ruth officers about a
warm-up area; Mike said he had, and Babe Ruth does want a warm-up area. Mike
said the tunnel would be kept intact, and planters might be placed on either side and
gates placed across both entrances to prevent vandalism.

The public hearing was opened.

Don Kelley, the chairman of the Park and Recreation Commission, said there is a
severe dust problem in one corner of the property, and that while the berm is being
taken down and afterward, this dust problem has to be mitigated. Commissioner
Monaco suggested warning residents before the berm is taken down, and using a
water truck throughout the process.

Steve Ferranti, of Babe Ruth, said once the berm is gone, dust would not be a
problem anymore. He said Babe Ruth was in favor of removing the berm on the east
side of tunnel, but not sure about the west side. He had a drawing of what the field
could look like after the new exit was done, and the possibility of adding another
intermediate ball field. He said he would scan it and send it to the Commission if
they wished. He also said Babe Ruth wanted a warm-up area once the berm was

gone.

With no others wishing to speak, the public hearing was closed.

6.2 Playground Safety Barrier

Mike said there is a need for fencing between the new playground and parking lot,
and Ken had designs for either a chain link or split rail fence about 3 feet high. Both
would cost about $1,000. Commissioner Monaco thought it should be chain link like
the other fences in the park. He asked if there was funding for this; Mike said there
was CIP Prop 40 money available for this.
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6.3 Squirrel Problem

Mike said Ken has proposed a solution to the squirrel problem at Veterans Park. Ken
said traps and poison were too dangerous, so he proposed pumping propane into the
tunnels and igniting it. The squirrels would be killed humanely, and the tunnels
would collapse to discourage other squirrels from moving in. Steve said this
procedure was used at the Hollister Airport and was very effective. The
Commissioners told Ken to go ahead as long as he approved it with law enforcement
and notified neighbors, because it is quite noisy.

6.4 Park Naming Policy

Mike said the Parks & Recreation Commission made a recommendation to the
Board of Supervisors to approve this policy, but the Board wanted it brought before
the Veterans Park Commission first. Mike distributed the last updated version of the
policy. Commissioner Garza had no problem with the policy except for the naming
of anything in Veterans Memorial Park. He felt that should be an honor reserved for
veterans only, and the Commission should be consulted about any proposed names
in Veterans Memorial Park. Chairman De La Cruz said there was already a
resolution for that purpose, and that the Supervisors have to approve any name
changes. Commissioner Pagaran agreed that veterans should be honored first, such
as the first veteran from San Benito County killed in action in World War II,
Vietnam, and so forth.

Commissioner Wagoner agreed that the policy should state that the Veterans
Memorial Park Commission should be named as the reviewing body for any naming
of facilities in Veterans Park. It was agreed to add another item to the policy which
would state, “Before naming a facility or field in Veterans Memorial Park, the
proposal must go before the Veterans Park Commission for approval.

The public hearing was opened.

Don Kelley said this had been addressed by the Parks and Recreation Commission,
which agreed that facilities in Veterans Memorial Park should only be named after
veterans, and any proposed names would first go before the Veterans Park
Commission before going to the Parks and Recreation Commission.

With no others wishing to speak, the public hearing was closed.

6.5 Lights on Basketball Court

Mike said this was brought up at the last meeting, and he asked Ken to elaborate.
Ken said all existing lights have been repaired. A coin operated box for operating
the lights will be purchased and installed soon. The basketball court will also be re-

surfaced and striped.

6.5 Adult Hard Ball League status

Mike reported that this league might still be in existence, but none of his calls to
them had been returned. Steve Wittry explained that this league still owes money to
the Babe Ruth league.
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The public hearing was opened.

Steve Ferranti, of Babe Ruth, said the adult league owed money to Babe Ruth, but he
doubted it would ever be paid. It was so noted for the record.

With no others wishing to speak, the public hearing was closed.

6.7 Hollister Heat warm-up field
Mike said that on September 1, he contacted a Hollister Heat representative, who

said the league would like a warm-up area covered in a synthetic material, but
adjacent leagues want it to be covered in grass. This item is now on hold until the
water issues at Veterans Memorial Park are resolved.

7. Adjournment
There was a motion by Commissioner Monaco and a second by Commissioner Garza to

adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m. The motion carried unanimously.

The next meeting will be held on November 2, 2009.



